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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ANGUS 
S. KING, Jr., a Senator from the State 
of Maine. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, our stronghold and de-

fense, Your judgments and will are per-
fect, so we place our trust in You. 

Thank You for the privilege of speak-
ing to You in daily prayer. Forgive us 
when our prayers are so other worldly 
they are no earthly good. Forgive us 
also when we put politics ahead of 
progress. 

Lord, strengthen our Senators today, 
helping them to not throw away their 
confidence in You. Inspire them to per-
severe in seeking to do Your will, 
knowing that Your promises are sure 
and that the harvest is certain. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 7, 2013. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable ANGUS S. KING, Jr., a 
Senator from the State of Maine, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. KING thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Following leader remarks 
the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business for debate only until 5 
p.m. with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

At 5 p.m. the Senate will proceed to 
executive session to consider the Bruce 
and Ellis nominations, both to be U.S. 
district court judges in the State of Il-
linois. 

At 5:30 p.m. there will be at least one 
roll call vote on confirmation of the 
nominations. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday 
the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, JOHN BOEHNER, on national TV 
claimed there are not enough votes to 
pass the bill and bring an end to the 
dangerous government shutdown. I be-
lieve he is mistaken. 

Two hundred Democratic Members of 
the House of Representatives said they 
would vote for the bill to reopen the 
government, and 22 Republicans in the 
House have said publicly they would 
vote for the bill. We have heard there 
are as many as 100 who wish to vote for 
it. No matter how we do the math, it 
adds up to a majority of the Members 
of the House of Representatives. 

If there were only a mechanism for 
polling all Members of the House of 
Representatives to find out whether 
they support the Senate-passed bill, 
one surefire way to find out whether 
the bill would pass is to have a vote on 
it; that is, to vote on the legislation 

that has already been passed in the 
Senate. 

There is a way; have a vote. That 
would settle the question for a long, 
long, time, wouldn’t it. 

What I say to the Speaker: Allow a 
vote on the resolution that would end 
the shutdown, legislation that you, 
JOHN BOEHNER, proposed in the first 
place. The entire Federal Government 
could reopen for business by tomorrow 
morning. 

I ask the Speaker, why are you 
afraid? Are you afraid this measure 
will pass, the government will reopen 
and America will realize you took the 
country hostage for no apparent rea-
son? 

Why is the Speaker opposed to these 
reasonable solutions. 

Across the Nation people are suf-
fering—not only Federal employees— 
because of his irresponsible action, the 
irresponsible tea party driven action. 
But it is not, I say, only Federal em-
ployees. US Air had a delivery last Fri-
day of a $180 million aircraft. They 
couldn’t take delivery. Why? Because 
there weren’t inspectors to do that for 
those aircraft. 

We know that Lockheed has already 
announced today they are laying off 
3,000 people, and there is more to come 
in the defense industry. It is happening 
all through the government. 

There is an easy way out of this; the 
same escape hatch has been available 
as long as we have been a country. It is 
called a vote. But for the 7 days the 
Federal Government has been closed 
for business, the Speaker has refused to 
use that escape hatch. 

It is so important when people wish 
to buy a home. One can’t buy a home 
with an FHA loan today. Even if it is 
not FHA, they can’t get them done be-
cause to confirm the amount of money 
that is on the application they need an 
IRS person to check it. They are not 
available. 

The Senate-passed bill to reopen the 
government, while we work out our 
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